Social Studies 10 – Course Outline

Teacher: Ms. Christie (beth.christie@nbed.nb.ca)    (506) 575-6020              
Period: 4	Room: 220 	                                   Join Remind by texting:  @obelisk  to (506) 802-8629									        
Social Studies 10 is also known as Ancient/ Medieval History.  Students study those past civilizations which are considered formative to modern Western civilization.  That is to say, we might find in the study of the past, explanations as to how modern Western values, culture, economy, technologies etc. developed.  

We will explore five civilizations in particular:  Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, Rome and Medieval Europe. In each case we will be asking ourselves the following guiding questions:
	
· Why are the histories of these nations considered important to our own history?
· What circumstances allowed these civilizations to develop and flourish?
· What contributions did these civilizations make that might impact who we are today?
· What circumstances led to the fall of these civilizations?
· What are the markers of a ‘civilization’?  
· Would Canada be considered a ‘civilization’ by these same markers?

Mark Breakdown

Tests and Quizzes  30%		Observations/Conversations   15%

Assignments/Activities  25%	Final Project 10%	Exam  20%

History Writing and Research

A major component of this course is to learn the research and writing skills specific to the study of history, which will be necessary as a starting point for the Grade 11 History course.  

We will focus on choosing evidence (primary and secondary), backing up a history statement with specific evidence, MLA citation and paragraph format with transitions.


Late or Missing Assessments and Tests
	The final project and exam are compulsory components of the course.  Failure to complete these assessments will result in no mark granted for the course.
	If a student misses a test they must provide a written excuse to the teacher in order to make up the test.
	Students will be maintaining and submitting unit folders throughout the course.  A student may not be permitted to write a test until their folder demonstrates adequate completion of unit work to be able to be successful on the test.
Missed tests will be written outside of class time, at noon or after school by arrangement with the teacher.



Expectations:
To quote a former student:  
· Come to school every day
· Try your best
· Be Good/ Be Kind
A bottle of water is permitted in class.  Other drinks and snacks need to be consumed at break.  
A copy of school policies is available to parents and students by request at the office.  They are available in both hard and soft copy.
Materials
There are no assigned textbooks for the course.
Students will be building folders each unit which will be graded as part of the observations and conversations mark.  Students will need poster making supplies.
Movies:
We will watch all or part of documentaries produced by the History Network, National Geographic, A&E, BBC etc., as they pertain to our topic.  
Extra Help
I am available for extra help by request at noon, before school as of 8am, and after school until 3:55 pm.  
Remind
Remind is a program that allows me to send Homework reminders out to students via text message.  In past years, many parents have found it really helpful to also receive the messages in order to support the student learning at home.  On the next page, please check the box, and then I will sign you up.  You will receive a message asking if you would like to join the Social Studies 10 Remind class.


I have read the course outline for Social Studies, I am aware of the marking scheme and class policies and understand that many television documentaries on the topics we are studying will be shown in class.  
Student Name:  _____________________________________
Parent Name:  _______________________________________
Date:  ______________________________________________
Parent E-mail: ________________________________________
Parent Phone: ______________________________________
Parent Cell: __________________________________________

                 Please sign me up for Remind alerts. (Check the box).  You may also sign yourself up b		by texting:  @obelisk   to (506) 802-8629
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